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Fiction vs. Non-fiction
The world of writing is divided into two major
categories: fiction and non-fiction.
FICTION: writing from the imagination.
Although elements of a work of fiction may
exist in the “real” physical world (often the
setting is in a real time and place), most often
the characters and plotline are not real.
NON-FICTION: writing that is faithful to the

Books are classified as fiction and non-fiction.

physical world that exists as humans perceive
it. In non-fiction, the reader can assume that
the setting, characters and events are real.
Note: Mood, tone and theme are neither
“real” nor “not-real” and therefore can be
directly compared in works of fiction and nonfiction.
However, there are significant exceptions and
ways in which the rules do not apply:
Fiction may incorporate elements such as
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real places, people, events or narratives
(stories).
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It’s fashionable in post-modern fiction to make up entire stories
about real people. These stories never happened, so they are
fiction; what’s confusing is that the people are not fiction. Postmodern novels about famous presidents, actors, politicians, and
real-life heroes use the person as a starting point and invent lives
for them, based on whatever the novelist can imagine.
Non-fiction may have large elements that are unverified,
theoretical or experimental. Textbooks, which one would think
should be completely real and factual, often include theories that
have not been proven or can’t be proven by current methods. In
particular, science and math textbooks may have information that
is later shown to be wrong—fiction, in other words.
Non-fiction always includes opinions, which are not real. An

ILI Publications
Newsletters at www.ili.cc:

opinion is based on one person’s beliefs and perspectives. Opinion
influences how writers report on people and events, so each
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person’s report is unique; it’s not
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non-fiction is fuzzy, not sharp!
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based on reality.
As with so many things in
life, the line between fiction and
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