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One of the big "selling points" of Christianity is the
concept of blessings. Often people understand
blessings as a "quid pro quo": | do this, God does
that. | obey God and follow his commandments, He
blesses me.

In this concept, blessings are like rewards in operant
conditioning. When you train a dog by operant con-
difioning, you reward "good" (desired) behavior with
a treat and try fo extinguish "bad" (undesired) be-
havior with a mild punishment. If we're the dog and
God is our frainer, He rewards our good behavior by
giving us blessings, and He tries fo end our bad be-
havior by giving us disappointments, disease, pov-
erty, sadness, etc. This is a cause-and-effect relation-
ship, what people call "common sense.” You get
what you deserve.

Blessings are good things!

So blessings are good rewards for good behavior.
Blessings are wealth, health, children (if we want
them) and a comfortable life.

The Puritans in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, turn-
ing this reasoning around, taught that you could tell
who was pleasing God, doing the right thing, by the
quality and quantity of that person's blessings. The
unfortunate person, whose lot was poverty, sickness,
and failure of crops, was not being blessed and
must therefore not be pleasing to God.

When the community suffered a lack of blessings,
the Puritans looked for the people who were not
pleasing God and expelled or executed them, asin
the famous Salem witch trials.
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My human mind agrees that blessings are good
things. Of course, I'd rather be blessed with pleasant
things, and the unpleasant things in my life don't, at
first glance, seem to be blessings.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said in his last speech be-
fore being assassinated, "Like anybody, | would like
to live a long life." | agree; | would like my blessings
to be things that increase my comfort and pleasure.

Blessings don’t always look so good

But this has not been the case for me.

My greatest blessings have had very rough edges.
They have always involved loss, pain and an abrupt
need to completely reconstruct my life and my view
of God.

They have not looked one litfle bit like blessings at

the time. Top.2
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Blessings are a mystery

~*~ Tell me not ~*~ As Samuel Johnson wrote, "Depend upon it, sir,
hen a man knows he is fo be hanged in a fortnight,
By: H. W. Longfellow whe ene g“ | o
it concenftrates his mind wonderfully.

Boswell: Life
Tell me not in mournful numbers,
"Life is but an empty dream!" In other words, Johnson implies that foo much pleas-
For the soul is dead that slumbers, ure and comfort makes people scattered and inef-
And things are not what they seem. fective. Is this a blessing2 And a serious hardship or
Life is real! Life is earnest! unchangeable ill fate makes people focused. Is this

And the grave is not its goal;
"Dust thou art, to dust returnest,”
Was not spoken of the soul.

a blessing?

| think that God blesses people in all kinds of ways. A
Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, blessing is not a reward for good behavior; it's not a
Blftst%u;cf?fﬁg}ceiiﬁ%)—invgﬁ)w treaft, or extra goodie. A blessing is God's way of

Find us further than to-day. communicating to us that we need to change, or
Art is long, and Time is fleeting, that we could be doing more for other people, or
And our hearts, though stout and brave, simply that life is not a game, not a walkin a gar-

Still, like muffled drums, are beating den.
Funeral marches to the grave.

In the world's broad field of battle, Blessings are mysterious messages from God. Henry

In the bivouac of Life, Wadsworth Longfellow, who had a number of per-
Be not like dumb, driven cattle! sonal tragedies in his life, wrote the poem to the left.
Be a hero in the strife! He makes the point that life is a serious business and
Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant! ~ that we're expected fo con-
Let the dead Past bury its dead! The Intemational Leadership ., | 1, ot with courage and
Act -- act in the living Present! o Wis FOUN[!?DS Ezlvt?Qt;(/EvLII’)RJNCETON compassion, whatever hap-
Heart within, and God o'erhead! NI '
pens to us,
® REMAINS DEDICATED TO LEADERSHIP
Lives of great men all remind us o ha TP Perhaos the best way 1o look
We can make our lives sublime, S EASRUN MO TN T P Y
And departing leave behind us EDUCATION AND LEADER.[S;[S‘IPDEVELOP- at blessings is to echo Long—
i M MENT PROGRAMS IN THE AND
Footprints on the sands of time; EUROPE, FOR MORE THAN 900 LEapers.  fellow, who says that “things
: e Has PARTNERED WITH THE US DEPART-  gre not what they seem."
FOOFPI‘II’ltS:, th.at ‘perhaps anOt.her’ MENT OF STATE, THE CZECH MINISTRY OF . 4
Sailing o'er life's solemn main, Inpustry anp Trapk, e Universiry  Blessings are surely from God,
: OF NORTH FLORIDA, THE JACKSO. , . .
A forlorn arild lslhlpler}?Cked brother, o o comuner e OUT they're not like valentine
Seeing, shall take heart again. THAN 700 OTHER BUSINESSES, UNIVERSI-
. TIES, RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, PRIVATE Condy heOrTS' To be popped
Let qs, then, be up and dOll’lg, CITIZENS AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES into the mouth and savored.
With a heart for any fate; ® THROUGH THE ILI PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Still achieving, still pursuin PUBLISHES BOOKS, REPORTS AND PERIODI- :
1 bg, (Ii) . g, CALS AIMED AT ASSISTING CURRENT AND GOd Sends bleSS|ngS as He
Learn to abour an tO Walt. FUTURE LEADERS, WHO SEEK TO UNDER-

knows best, whatever they

STAND AND IMPLEMENT CONTEMPORARY
LEADERSHIP STRATEGIES WHICH ADDRESS M QAY look like to us.
THE CHALLENGES OF THE 21ST CENTURY.



